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A story from INSPAI: the collection of  
Valentí Fargnoli

INSPAI, the Image Centre of the Province of Girona in Catalonia, holds a vast 
archive with more than one million images from 1855 onwards, taken by 
professional and amateur photographers, from both personal and family 
collections.

They are members of PHOTOCONSORTIUM and in 2023 started a journey for 
aggregation and publication of their holdings in Europeana.



● Accredited aggregator for Europeana since 2016

● Promotes sharing and reuse of digital cultural heritage 
collections, in particular but not limiting to photographs

● Aggregates in Europeana over 400,000 heritage items from 
around 50 providers in Europe

● Includes in its network big institutions, private collectors, 
small archives and museums and more

● Partner in the common European data space for cultural 
heritage, coordinator of EUreka3D initiative

Photoconsortium
International Consortium for 
Photographic Heritage
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● Involve our diverse web of members and collaborators into the Europeana network 
and promote participation and aggregation of collections

● Increase visibility on our members’ collections and enrich the overall cultural and 
photographic landscape

● In line with Europeana strategies, support open access while being respectful of the IP 
status of collections across the network and of the individual approaches of the 
content providers

Contact us: info@photoconsortium.net

Our work as an Europeana Aggregator
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Metadata collection, mapping, aggregation, 
updates

PHOTOCONSORTIUM uses a double pipeline for the aggregation of 
collections:

- MINT mapping tool for 2D
- EUreka3D workflow for 3D

Content providers have the full control on the process.

A dedicated service from PHOTOCONSORTIUM takes care of any update or 
change in the datasets as requested by the content providers.

In September 2024, INSPAI asked us to update the rights label of the 
collection by Valentì Fargnoli, from CC-BY-NC-ND to Public Domain mark.



Update process and follow up

The dataset was reviewed, and the rights label was updated in MINT 
mapping tool, tested with METIS Sandbox, then kept on hold until 1 January 
2025

Meanwhile, we proposed INSPAI to co-create a blogpost, to be published in 
Europeana to celebrate the collection which entered in the Public Domain

In January, the collection was updated and the blogpost finalized and 
published in Europeana with a very nice social media campaign.





Photconsortium website (left) and INSPAI website (right). 





FARGNOLI, Valentí. Baroque doorway of the church of Sant Llorenç, Bescanó, 
1911-1944. Valentí Fargnoli Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de Girona.

FARGNOLI, Valentí. Cathedral of Girona, 1911-1920. Valentí Fargnoli Collection. 
INSPAI. Diputació de Girona.



FARGNOLI, Valentí. Two women mending fishing nets in Roses, 1911-1944. Valentí Fargnoli Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de Girona.



FARGNOLI, Valentí. Waterfall in the stream of Xunclà mill, Sarrià de Ter, 1911-1944. 
Valentí Fargnoli Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de Girona.

FARGNOLI, Valentí. Marquesa cove, Begur, 1911-1944.  Valentí Fargnoli 
Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de Girona.



FARGNOLI, Valentí. Two peasant women winnowing grain, La Roca, 1918. Valentí Fargnoli Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de Girona.



INSPAI database, 2025.



Image sheet at the Europeana website, 2025.



FARGNOLI, Valentí. Fishermen collecting the reefs on the beach of l'Estarit, with the Medes Islands in the background, 1911-1918. Valentí Fargnoli Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de 
Girona.



FARGNOLI, Valentí. Fishermen collecting the reefs on the beach of l'Estartit, with the Medes Islands in the background. 
Elias Pagès Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de Girona. 



1.464





Europeana statistic usage
INSPAI, Centre de la Imatge

Total N. of visits (2023-2025): 1.250

Total pageviews (2023-2025): 1.404



Story dedicated to Valentí Fargnoli at the Europeana website, 2025.
Photoconsortium blog promoting the story dedicated to Valentí Fargnoli at the 
Europeana website, 2025.



FARGNOLI, Valentí. Urbanization of s'Agaró in Castell d’Aro, 1932-1939. Valentí Fargnoli Collection. INSPAI. Diputació de Girona.

Thank you



Public Domain 
Month 2026



Why Public Domain Month matters

Every 1 January, thousands of cultural works enter the public domain.
It’s a moment to:

● Celebrate cultural heritage becoming freely available
● Promote creative reuse
● Boost visibility of collections

But timing is everything, and we often miss the peak opportunity.



Current challenge

Right now, we often struggle to:

● Update metadata in January

● Highlight the relevant content on europeana.eu

● Engage the public while interest is highest

= Missed momentum, both for Europeana and for your collections.



Collection of Valentí Fargnoli 

What worked this year:

💡 INSPAI identifying photographer Valentí Fargnoli as entering the public domain 
and alerting Photoconsortium

✅ Updated metadata

✅ Blog with insights about the collection 

✅ Up-to-date information on europeana.eu -> potential for reuse



Join Public Domain Month in 2026!

We are inviting each domain and national aggregator to:

🔍 Choose ONE creator entering the public domain in 2026

Either:
– Ingest a new collection
– Or update metadata for existing records

🗓 Ideally, complete by December 2025/mid-January 2026



We’ll support you

To help make this doable, Europeana will:

● Provide a shortlist of eligible creators (by May)

● Share timeline and editorial slots

● Include your collections in Public Domain Month activities, e.g. 
reuse workshops or European Public Domain Day event (15 January 2026 at 
the KBR in Belgium)

https://www.pdday.org/


Let’s do it together!

Why join?

● Increase visibility for your collections

● Join a cross-European moment of celebration

● Spark creative reuse and audience engagement



Let’s do it together!

Let’s get ready now for 1 January 2026 and make sure that your collections are 
part of the spotlight.

📩 Talk to us about your chosen creator 
maggy.szynkielewska@europeana.eu

🗓 We’ll follow up in the coming weeks

mailto:maggy.szynkielewska@europeana.eu

