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Chinese &
China-related CH vessels, textiles, calligraphy, paintings and graphics. 

sculptures and architectural components, furniture, musical 
instruments and theatre objects, personal care objects, 
games and toys, weapons and armours, official insignia, 
numismatic, books and other printed materials, scientific 
and technological instruments, tools and machines, ritual 
objects, cooking equipment and appliances, 
communication objects and electronics, transportation 
objects, export objects, photographs, videos maps, 
correspondence, receipts, inventory books, ledgers, diaries, 
official documents

missionaries, diplomats, 
military, travellers/ 
adventurers/ explorers, 
researchers/ experts, traders/ 
entrepreneurs, journalists, 
students, activists, refugees

art, architecture & landscape design,  
philosophy, politics, social theory, 
literature, music, film & theatre; body-
mind, food, fashion; religion, religious 
practices & festivals, science and 
technology, European imagining of China

Flow of

PEOPLE

Flow of IDEAS, 
PRACTICES, AND 

KNOWLEDGE

Flow of
OBJECTS
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Thesauri and 
EuropeanaArt & Architecture Thesaurus®
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Controlled Vocabulary – Statistics
Preparation 
phase

Selection 
phase

Description

Keywords (KW) 3234 699

Categories 12 5

1. Historical Periods, 
2. Ceramics, 
3. Photography, 
4. Textile & Furniture, 
5. Other (selected words from Motifs, Object Types, 

Techniques, Materials, Geographic References, People, 
Ideas, Knowledge and Practices, Books)

KW present in AAT 289 239

KW present in Wikidata 696 616

Newlly created entries in 
WD 83

1. Historical Periods: 0
2. Ceramics: 45
3. Photography: 9
4. Textile & Furniture: 16
5. Other : 23
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Controlled Vocabulary: Ceramics Example
Preparation 
phase

Selection 
phase

Examples of Keywords

Ceramics- related KW 
(total no.)

196 120

Ceramics- related KW in 
AAT (total no.)

55 54

General terminology: underglazing, pottery, etc.

China-related terminology: Chinese ceramics, Chinese 
export ceramics, Qianlong period style, blue-and-white 
ceramics, Kraak, famille rose glaze, etc.

Ceramics- related KW
in Wikidata (total no.)

113 113
China-related terminology (subcategories): different types of 
porcelain like Ge, Guan, Xing ware

Ceramics-related newly 
created entries in WD 
(total no.)

/ 45

Missing China-related terminology (subcategories): Chinese 
Imari, Jun, Longquan, Xaozhou ware, underglaze red, 
Interregnum period, three-color ware, five colore ware, 
Batavia brown, Noya ware

Excluded Ceramics-
related KW (total no.)

/ 76
Synonyms, too detailed terminology/ not applicable to the
main object types: tea dust glaze, shadow blue glaze, winter 
green, caldon glaze, 
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Categories missing in AAT

Historical Periods

Places/ parts of a city

Chinese specific 

architecture

Migration

Concepts

People

AAT vs. Wikidata

Video: the PAGODE controlled vocabulary with AAT in Wikidata entities
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AAT & Wikidata: pros and cons

AAT WIKIDATA

Advantages
• Professional and reliable 

terminology

• The possibility of creation of new entries
• The possibility of creating richer 

semantic networks using „statements“ 

Disadvantages

• Lacking some general 
terminology for Chinese and 
China-related material (for 
example Warring States 
period and Spring and 
Autumn period)

• Used by experts and non-experts →
quality range is wide

• Additional revision needed
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Controlled Vocabulary - Overview
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Language - Wikidata
Language Shanghai

Chinese Nationalist
Party

tui na 
massage

Pearl River

DA Shanghai Kuomintang Zhujiang

DE Shanghai Kuomintang Tuina Perlfluss

EL Σαγκάη Κουομιντάνγκ

ES Shanghái Kuomintang Río de las Perlas

FI Shanghai Kuomintang Helmijoki

FR Shanghai Kuomintang Tui Na

HU Sanghaj Kuomintang Gyöngy-folyó

IT Shanghai Kuomintang Tuina Fiume delle Perle

NL Shanghai Kwomintang Tui Na Parelrivier

SL Šanghaj Kuomintang

SV Shanghai Kuomintang Pärlfloden

CH traditional 上海市 國民黨 推拿 珠江

CH simplified 上海市 国民党 推拿 珠江

CH pinyin Shanghai Shi Guomin Dang tuina Zhu Jiang

CH pinyin (LC) Shanghai Shi Guo min Dang Tui na Zhu Jiang
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Language - Wikidata
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Takeaways

• How to achieve a manageable quantity of keywords, so that 
mapping will be successful?

• Our next step should be reducing this one massive list to shorter 
lists for particular types of object + a few general lists

• By particular we mean identified as the most common/ important
in partners' collections like Ceramics, Photography, Textile, etc.

• With general we mean Geographic References and Historic Periods

• In PAGODE Sequel we can broaden this methodology to other 
types of objects
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Contact Info

Dunja Zorman: Dunja.zorman@ff.uni-lj.si

Maja Veselič: maja.veselic@ff.uni-lj.si

Department of Asian Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana
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