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Overview

• Who are we?
• What do we have?
• China-related cultural heritage data/metadata at KIK-IRPA
• Past
• Present

• [Digitising photographic prints vs negatives]
• Future
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Who are we?

• Established in 1948, the Royal Institute for Cultural 
Heritage (KIK-IRPA) is one of ten scientific 
institutions falling within the competence of the 
Federal Ministry of Scientific Policy of Belgium. 
KIK-IRPA, based in Brussels (Belgium), is committed 
to the (photographic) inventory, the scientific study, 
the conservation and the promotion of the country’s 
artistic and cultural property.
• http://www.kikirpa.be ~ http://balat.kikirpa.be

http://www.kikirpa.be/
http://balat.kikirpa.be/
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What do we have?

• 1,000,000 original negatives (still growing)
• Indicative photographic inventory of Belgium’s cultural heritage
• Public Belgian collections (museums, churches, schools, ministries, 

archaeological sites, …)
• Photographic Repertoire of the Moveable Art Objects of Places of Worship in Belgium 

(1967-1982)
• Inventory of cultural heritage of the Public Social Welfare Centres (CPAS)

• Reportages (12 themes)
• professions, animals, flora, folklore, meteorology, war, ceremonies, portraits, spectacles, 

sports, vehicles and the Belgian royal family.
• Public collections abroad (with a link to Belgium)
• Private collections in Belgium and abroad (with a link to Belgium)
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Index cards (past-present)
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Old cartons (past-present)
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Describing aids/sources (past)

Musées royaux d’art et d’histoire, Bruxelles, Album, 1936



Official Media Partner

PAGODE – Europeana China is
co-financed by the Connecting
Europe Facility Programme, GA
n. INEA/CEF/ICT/A2019/1931839

Describing aids/sources (past)

Musées royaux d’art et d’histoire, Bruxelles, Antiquité Extrême-Orient Ethnographie, 1958
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Presentation (present)

http://balat.kikirpa.be/object/11056167
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Present-future: linked vocabularies

ADLIB Xplus (KIK-IRPA)
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Present-future: linked vocabularies

MINT (by NTUA)
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Digitising photographic prints vs negatives

http://balat.kikirpa.be/object/10068665

http://balat.kikirpa.be/object/10068665
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http://balat.kikirpa.be/object/112328

Jin Chan / Chan 
Chu: this mythical 
creature is said to 
appear during the 
full moon, near 
houses or 
businesses that 
will soon receive 
good news (most 
of the time, the 
nature of this 
good news is 
understood to be 
wealth-related).  
[Wikipedia]
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Thank you!

問號
(?)

- Erik Buelinckx
- erik.Buelinckx@kikirpa.be
- Twitter: @ErikBuelinckx
- LinkedIn: ErikBuelinckx
- Royal Institute for Cultural 

Heritage (KIK-IRPA)
- http://www.kikirpa.be
- http://balat.kikirpa.be

http://kikirpa.be
https://twitter.com/ErikBuelinckx
https://www.linkedin.com/in/erikbuelinckx/
http://www.kikirpa.be/
http://balat.kikirpa.be/

