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BACKGROUND: 
USERS

Egg and Spinach glaze

Tiger skin pattern

Hu pi ban

Chinese porcelain bowls with 
green, yellow, and white colour

(special collections of) 
Chinese ceramics/ porcelain

虎皮斑

Three colour glaze

Sancai

Tang period glazing

三彩

Source: Europeana.eu/ Fondazione Torino Musei (MAO)
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BACKGROUND: 
SOURCES

Professional 
literature: Furniture, 
Ceramics, 
Iconography

Art & Architecture Thesaurus®

Photography 
Thesaurus – courtesy 
of PAGODE Partners 
Photoconsortium

Material that we had in 
our disposal (currently 
in Europeana, KIK-IRPA,
United Archives, Library 
of Leiden University, 
etc.) + Rationale for
definition of CCH in 
Europeana
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STRUCTURE: KEYWORDS (KW)
No. Category No. of KW Themes 

1.
Geographic 
References

263

Provinces and capitals, Historical capitals, UNESCO sites and 
bioreserves, Archaeological sites, Rivers, Mountains, Places 
of production (ceramics and furniture), Special terms from 
history, Migration

2. Historical Periods 169
Historic periods, Historic events, Modern historic events, 
Neolithic cultures in China, Palaeolithic cultures in China

3. People 392

Emperors, Seal artists, Historians, Classical prose writers, 
Classical poets, Classical Playwrights, Painters, Artists, 
Calligraphers, Scholar-officials, Eunuchs, Collectors, 
Sinologists, Jesuits –missions, C-pop artist, Martial arts icons, 
Other

4.
Ideas, Knowledge
and Practices

679

Art, Architecture, Film & Animation, Gardens, Festivals, 
Medicine, Music, Cuisine, Movies, Oral tradition, Martial 
arts, Shadow puppetry, Tea culture, Silk Road, Religion, 
Trade, Numismatics,
Crafts and Industries, Inventions and discoveries, Myths and 
Legends, State and Government Affairs, Entertainment and 
Games, Travel, Imperial Examination, Chinoiseries, Furniture, 
Migration
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STRUCTURE: KEYWORDS (KW)

No. Category No. of KW Subcategories

5. Ceramics 196 Chinese ceramics and pottery related vocabulary

6. Photography 73 Typical motifs and technical terms

7. Books 209

Collections of University of Leiden, Classical texts, 
Classical dictionaries, Classical literature, Encyclopaedia, 
Classical poetry, Classical historiography, Chinese 
literature, Classical novels, Literary characters, Classical 
plays, Modern literature, Contemporary novels, 
Contemporary literature, Wuxia fiction

8. Textile 68 Textile related vocabulary

9. Motifs 533 Different motifs, symbols,  visual imagery, etc.

10. Object Types 394
In GLAMs, with special emphasis on the objects, 
techniques, and materials particular to China 11. Techniques 114

12. Materials 144
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LOCATION

Source: europeana.eu 

KEYWORDS:

• ancient capital in China

• historical site in China

• UNESCO site in China

THEMES:
Provinces and capitals, 
Historical capitals, 
UNESCO sites and bioreserves, 
Archaeological sites,
Rivers, Mountains, 
Places of production, 
Special terms from history,
Migration
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LOCATION - MIGRATION

Source: produced with Google Maps

KEYWORDS:

Chinese in Cambodia

Chinese in Java

Chinese in Sumatra

Chinese in Siam

Chinatown in Berlin

Chinatown in 
Hamburg

Chinatown in 
Thessaloniki

Chinatown in Prato
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HISTORICAL PERIODS

Source: Wikipedia, Europeana.eu

SUBCATEGORIES:

Historic periods, 
Historic events, 
Modern historic events,
Neolithic cultures in China, 
Palaeolithic cultures in China

KEYWORDS:

Eastern Zhou

Warring States 

Warring States Period

Zhangguo Period

Spring and Autumn 

Spring and Autumn Period

Chunqiu Period
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HISTORICAL PERIODS

Source: Europeana.eu

Spring and Autumn Period Warring States Period

Europeana Eastern Zhou Spring and Autumn Period Warring States Period

Results 49 113 431

Right results 47 19 <50

Results link link link link

https://www.europeana.eu/en/search?page=1&view=grid&query=Eastern%20Zhou
https://www.europeana.eu/en/search?page=1&view=grid&query=Spring%20and%20Autumn%20Period
https://www.europeana.eu/en/search?page=1&query=Warring%20States%20Period&view=grid
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PEOPLE

Source: Wikipedia

Emperors, 
Seal artists, 
Historians, 
Classical prose writers, 
Classical poets, 
Classical Playwrights, 
Painters, 
Artists, 
Calligraphers, 
Scholar-officials, 
Eunuchs, 
Collectors, 
Sinologists, 
Jesuits –missions, 
C-pop artist, 
Martial arts icons, 
Other
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OBJECTS & MATERIALS & TECHNIQUES

Source: Wikipedia

In GLAMs, with special emphasis on the objects, techniques, and materials 
particular to China
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OBJECTS & MATERIALS & TECHNIQUES

Source: Wikipedia

Source Keyword ENG AAT search WIKIDATA search

KIK-IRPA
sculpting t
echnique x encarnación (Q5375316)

AAT sculpitng sculpting x

Wikidata encarnación encarnacione (technique) encarnación (Q5375316)

Source Keyword ENG AAT search WIKIDATA search

KIK-IRPA braided (1) Only „brided rugs“ braided rug (Q4955655)

AAT braid braid (trimming) braid (Q320809)

AAT trimming (cutting) trimming (cutting) trimming (Q1398005)

Rijksmuseum braiding braiding braiding (Q43066161)

How to optimise?

Source Keyword ENG AAT AAT 2 WIKIDATA WD 2

Professional 
literature

engraved polychrome polychrome
wood engraving 
(process)

engraving 
(Q11835431)

Polychrome 
(Q60575492)

Professional 
literature

kuan cai
Coromandel lacquer 
(ware)

x

Search resutls for „kuan cai“ - Art & Architecture Thesaurus®:

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q5375316
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=sculpting&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300264383
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q5375316
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=encarnaci%C3%B3n&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300182578
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q5375316
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4955655
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=tress%C3%A9&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300232186
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q320809
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=trimming&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300053074
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=trimming&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300053074
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1398005
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search?f=1&p=1&ps=12&place=China&technique=braiding&st=Objects
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=braiding&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300053638
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q43066161
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=polychrome&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300252261
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=engraved&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300053303
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q11835431
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q60575492
http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=kuan+cai&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300265173
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TAKEAWAYS

• How to achieve a manageable quantity of keywords, so that 
mapping will be successful? 

• Our next step should be reducing this one massive list to shorter 
lists for particular types of object + a few general lists 

• By particular we mean identified as the most common/ important
in partners' collections like Ceramics, Photography, Textile, etc.

• With general we mean Geographic References and Historic Periods

• In PAGODE Sequel we can broaden this methodology to other 
types of objects
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Contact Info

Dunja Zorman, asistent researcher

Dunja.zorman@ff.uni-lj.si

Department of Asian Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana

http://as.ff.uni-lj.si/english/english

www.ff.uni-lj.si

mailto:Natasa.VampeljSuhadolnik@ff.uni-lj.si
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