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Nationaal Museum van Wereldculturen + Wereldmuseum



c. 2500 c. 16.000 c. 1700

+ c. 600 acquired since merger in 2014

Total of over 20.000 Chinese objects



Museum Volkenkunde Leiden (c. 16.000 objects) 

• Established 1837
• 1883 received ethnographic objects from

the Royal Cabinet of Curiosities (est. 1816)
• Chinese collection of Jean-Theodore Royer (1737-1807) 







Jan Jakob Maria de Groot (1854-1921)

• Sinologist Leiden University
• Collected in Xiamen during research visit (1886–1890).
• C. 650 objects related to Chinese folk religion
• The Religious System of China (1892-1894)



mourning dress and a temporary soul tablet in the Volkenkunde collection and 
depicted in De Groot’s The Religious system of China, RV-1092-74, 79, 87 and 89).



Li Shan, ink on paper, 1754, RV-3195-1

Zhu Yunming, poem on the Pagoda

of Teng Wang, c. 1500, RV-3195-7



Gan Tjiang-Tek (1919 - 2020)

• Curator China 1949-1984
• Sinologist Leiden University
• Collecting trip with Prof. Erik Zürcher (1928-2008) in 1964



RV-4103-49, banknote, 
c. 1375-1398 (Hongwu period) 

.
RV-4487-8, poster
c. 1920-1940



Fu Baoshi傅抱石 (1904–1965) , Xiling gorge, 1964, 

79 x 107 cm,  RV- 4092-4.

Zhang Daqian張大千 (1899–1983), 1938, 142 × 72,7cm, RV-4092-18



Robert van Gulik (1910-1967)

• Sinologist (Leiden University)
• Diplomat
• Author (Judge Dee)



Xu Beihong徐悲鴻 (1896-1953), 

1946, 51 x 40 cm, RV-5262-1 

(Detail of) Memorial Scroll of the Lute Master Ye
Shimeng, with inscriptions by eighteen lute
players, c. 1911-1949, 296 x 77 cm, RV-5263-1

Gao Qipei高其佩 (1660–1734) , 
c. 1690-1770, 93 x 53 cm, RV-3195-4.



Paul van Dongen

• Curator China 1984-2009 
• Collecting trip 1985





Oliver Moore

• Curator China 2011-2016
• Collecting trip 2012 related to Hajj



William Acker collection, 
Li Keran and Qi Baishi









2015 collection policy

Focus on

• Contemporary art and photography 

• Popular culture 

• Fashion 

• Design



Single-layered Buddha hands cup and saucer, Peter Ting, 2020. Dehua Guanyin figures, RV-3121-3 & RV-1950-1



Leo Haks collection, c. 400 objects



Thank you




